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What is Local History? 
Local history sits between national history and 
family histories/genealogy, and generally deals 
with the origin and development of local 
communities. In the context of cultural heritage 
assessments, local history research aids in the 
identification and evaluation of heritage values, 
including archaeological and architectural assets. 

 

Heritage researchers can use a whole range of 
historical sources, both secondary and primary, to 
identify these assets and find out more about 
them. This information can then inform 
Environmental Impact Assessments, 
archaeological investigations, mitigation, and 
dissemination. Secondary sources include local 
history publications such as books and journal 
articles, which often deal with places of local 
interest that may not feature in regional or 
national histories. Primary sources cover many 
different kinds of documents created at the time 
of an event, such as the letters written during the 
first Ordnance Survey of Ireland in the first half of 
the nineteenth century, which can contain 
information about antiquities that no longer exist 
or for which local knowledge may have been 
forgotten. 

 

Our Experience 
Bryn Coldrick B.A. (Hons), PgCert, M.A. 

Bryn Coldrick is a qualified local historian with 
postgraduate qualifications in social science 
research methods and a Master’s Degree in Local 
History from NUI Maynooth. He is also an 
experienced heritage consultant who has worked 
in Ireland and overseas since the late 1990s. Bryn 
has prepared dozens of local histories for places all 
over Ireland for inclusion in heritage reports and 
other documents including management plans, 
Village Design Statements, publications and 
presentations. His research is also used to inform 
archaeological investigations, such as the New 
Children’s Hospital. He makes regular use of digital 
technology, for example, geo-referencing 
historical maps for use in handheld GPS devices 
and accessing increasingly rich online resources. 
Bryn aims to write histories that people want to 
read, and to celebrate what makes each particular 
site or community unique. 

 

Dr Richard Clutterbuck MIAI 

Richard Clutterbuck is a landscape archaeologist 

with over 15 years’ experience in contract 

archaeology and has project managed numerous 

infrastructural and commercial developments. 

Richard’s PhD research focused on the landscape 

archaeology of later historic rural Ireland, with a 

particularly interest in landscape change over 

time. Richard employs historical research methods 

and sources such as Valuation Office House Books 

and Field Books, and undertakes map regression 

exercises to trace the development of landscapes 

and the built environment. 

 

 



 

 

Project Example 
AMS was engaged by the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development Board on the New 
Children’s Hospital development within the 
grounds of the existing St James’ Hospital in 
Dublin. As part of this work, we undertook 
additional historical research for the site, which 
was previously occupied by the South Dublin 
Union and Auxiliary Workhouse and, prior to this, 
the Dublin Foundling Hospital and Poorhouse.  

 

The research included sourcing and analysing a 
range of primary sources including: 

 Board of Guardians Minute Books 

 Newspapers from the late 18th – early 
20th centuries 

 Valuation records 

 Census building returns 

 Architectural drawings 

 Historical maps and photographs 

 Dublin Corporation records 

 Eye witness statements, compensation 
claims and insurance documents relating 
to the 1916 Rising 

Hundreds of documentary references to building 
works on the site were identified and collated, as 
well as maps and plans. This allowed buildings to 

be precisely dated and we were even able to find 
out what materials were used, which could then 
be compared with the archaeological findings. 

 

Map regression was also undertaken using maps 
from the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, including this map of the workhouse 
and future St James’ Hospital campus from 1757. 

 

Using specialist software and hardware, digitised 
maps were then uploaded to a GPS so that the 
historic environment could be ‘walked’ on the 
ground. 

The historical research contributed significantly to 

our understanding of the development of the site, 

allowing us to match building remains with 

historical records and assign functions, life cycles 

and important historical milestones to the 

remains. Most importantly for the client, it 

assisted with the planning and interpretation of 

the archaeological investigations, resulting in time 

and cost savings through a revised archaeological 

testing strategy. 

 

Quality Assurance 

AMS works with clients to facilitate the reduction 
of risks posed by the presence of cultural heritage: 
historic buildings, archaeological remains and the 
historic landscape. We are bound by our 
commitment and dedication to provide a peerless 
service that ensures cost-effectiveness, 
programme certainty and protects our clients’ 
resources at all times. 
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